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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
 On January 6, representatives from CABE 
(Connecticut Association of Boards of Education), 
CAPSS (Connecticut Association of Public School 
Superintendents), and CASBO (Connecticut Asso-
ciation of School Business Officials) held a news 
conference in Hartford at the Legislative Office 
Building to discuss state funding for education. 
In particular, this joint press conference launched 
the “What Will Our Children Lose?” initiative, 
which aims to encourage the State to fill the 14% 
gap in the state’s Education Cost Sharing (ECS) 
grant that will be created as Federal Stimulus 
Funding runs out this spring. Leaders of all three 
organizations discussed the potential losses to 
children in all school districts if ECS is not, at the 
very least, flat-funded for 2011-12.  In addition, the 
coalition announced the unveiling of a new web-
site, www.WhatWillOurChildrenLose.com that will 
provide a resource for those looking to understand 
the impacts that a decrease in state funding can 
have on school districts. 

District & Coalition to Co-Sponsor 
Child Safety Program for Parents 
Plainville Community Schools, together with the 
Plainville Coalition for Positive Youth Development 
are sponsoring a child safety program for parents 
entitled, “Safe is Not Just Another Four Letter  
Word...Learn to Separate Myths & Facts to Keep 
Your Child Safe and Strong.” The program will be 
held from 5:45 PM - 8:00 PM, on January 20, 2011, 
at the Middle School of Plainville. The evening will 
feature a light dinner, community resource tables, 
and an interactive student safety program geared 
toward parents of elementary and middle school 
aged students.  

Did You Know? 
The Change Agent (TCA), a social justice news-
paper, will publish an article written by Robert 
Huey, a student in Plainville's Adult High School 
Credit Diploma Program. Huey’s submission was 
reviewed and accepted by TCA Editorial Board 
and Editor. In addition, TCA awarded Huey a $50 
stipend for his article that will appear in the spring 
edition themed “Your Neighborhood; Your 
Health.” (Available in the spring of 2011) online 
at: http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/.   

Tyrrell Named Area Director for CABE 
Plainville Board of Education Chair Becky Tyrrell 
has been appointed one of two new area directors 
for the Connecticut Association of Boards of Edu-
cation (CABE). As such, Tyrrell will participate in 
the 2011 CABE Leadership Institute. According to 
CABE, the Leadership Institute prepares members 
of local and regional boards of education with the 
skills and knowledge they need to be effective state 
level advocates for equity and excellence in stu-
dent achievement.  

Students Restore Local VFW Placard 
PHS students Mike Walton, Chris Filipkowski, 
Sebby Olechowski, and Katie Fraser under the 
direction of Technology Education Instructor Dean 
Esposti, have restored a placard that hangs on 
the wall at the local Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) facility in Plainville. According to Esposti, it 
is estimated that the placard was made nearly 40 
years ago by then Plainville High School “Wood 
Shop” teacher Walt Huttings. The students have 
spent many hours working to restore the placard 
to its original condition, shaping wood into letters 
and edging to match the wood on the piece, and 
hand painting all of the lettering. Esposti and the 
students hope to present the placard to VFW rep-
resentatives in the next few weeks. 


